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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 

Seventy-ninth Report — “Interim Report — Inquiry into the Form and Content of the Statute Book” — Tabling 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [5.14 pm]: I am directed to present the seventy-ninth report of the 
Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, being an interim report in relation to the 
inquiry into the form and content of the statute book.  

[See paper 5402.] 

Hon ADELE FARINA: As at October 2012, the website of the State Law Publisher listed 1 603 enactments on 
the statute book that are currently in force. Of these, 855 are acts and 748 are items of subsidiary legislation. This 
is 97 fewer enactments than were on the statute book in 2001. I advise the house that the committee’s report into 
the form and content of the statute book is an interim report, as many enactments that ministers advise the 
committee about from their own internal reviews require further investigation and have still not been completed. 

In its year-long inquiry, undertaken with the cooperation of the vast majority of ministers, the committee has 
made the following findings: 48 acts have been identified as obsolete; 16 specific sections in acts have been 
identified as obsolete; 25 items of subsidiary legislation have been identified as obsolete; 53 acts have been 
identified as requiring further investigation; eight specific sections in acts have been identified as being 
potentially obsolete but require further investigation; and one item of subsidiary legislation has been identified as 
requiring further investigation. The committee has made recommendations around the government introducing 
an omnibus bill to clear the statute book of those identified obsolete enactments and also to deal with imperial 
enactments recommended for repeal by the Western Australian Law Reform Commission back in 1994, the 
initiative of which, according to the committee’s inquiries, has stalled since 2009. There has not been an 
omnibus bill before the Legislative Council in two years, but last week in the other place a clause 5–only bill 
regarding obsolete state agreements was introduced. The committee noted that 70 statutes made between 1917 
and 2012 have received royal assent but are still not proclaimed. Of these 70, 21 have not been substantially 
proclaimed other than sections 1 and 2—their short titles and commencement. I commend this interim report to 
the house.  
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